2019 LAUSD Proposed Parcel Tax Overview for LAAC 


INTRODUCTION 


On February 19, 2019, during a Special Board meeting, Superintendent Beutner and District staff presented an initial 
framework for a 2019 parcel tax initiative to the board of education. This presentation was a follow-up to the 
resolution “Strategic Planning for Adequate Funding of Public Education.” The Board considered a similar resolution 
in July 2018. While the 2018 parcel tax resolution did not pass due to timing and other practical concerns, L.A. 
Unified leadership, including Board Members Dr. George McKenna and Dr. Richard Vladovic, publicly affirmed at 
that time that charter schools would included in any district parcel tax and other revenue-generating efforts. 
Additionally, District leaders have indicated an intent to include charter school students in a parcel tax during 
community meetings and in other public forums. To execute on this intent, it is important that the District factor 
charter inclusion into its early preparation for any parcel tax, including the drafting of specific ballot language. The 
information below outlines how the District should execute on its intent to protect equitable access of resources for 
all public school students, including charter public schools. 

BACKGROUND 


What is a parcel tax? 

Parcel taxes are a form of special property tax, which must be paid by the owners of parcels, or units, of real estate. 
However, unlike standard property taxes, which are based on the value of the property, a parcel tax is an assessment 
based on the characteristics of the parcel. These assessments can include taxing a parcel based on square footage or 
by dwelling unit, or the tax may be a flat rate per parcel. Parcel tax elections are held when a taxing district 
in California wants to raise revenues through imposing an additional tax called a parcel tax. As of 2018, California 
was the only state to allow parcel taxes as a method for funding schools. 

When might an LAUSD parcel tax measure be placed on the ballot? 

LAUSD is considering the June 4, 2019 Los Angeles special election or the November 5, 2019 local and municipal election. 

When is the deadline to submit ballot materials to the Registrar of Voters? 

If the election is June 4, 2019, materials are due March 8, 2019. If the election is November 5, 2019, materials due August 
9,2019. 

When will the proposed parcel tax resolution and measure be introduced to the LAUSD Board of Education (BOE) 

for discussion and approval? 

• For Discussion: On Tuesday, February 26, 2019, District staff will present to the BOE at the Committee of the 
Whole meeting and provide information and next steps on a proposed parcel tax measure, including: (1) timetable 
and responsibilities; (2) ballot language; (3) LAUSD information efforts; (4) final poll results; (5) costs; and (6) other 
related issues. 

• For Action: If the election is June 4, 2019, then board action required on or about March 5, 2019. If the election is 
November 5, 2019, then board action required in June/July 2019. 

How many votes does the BOE need to pass a final resolution authorizing the District to place a parcel tax measure 

on the ballot? 


Four (4). Board Rule 101(A)(14) requires an affirmative vote of 2/3 of all board members to approve a parcel tax. However, 
under Rule, 171, the board can suspend Rule 101 and make it a simple majority. Under the current BOE configuration, four 
(4) votes is both 2/3 and a simple majority. 


What is the voter approval threshold for a parcel tax? 


2/3 or 66.6% 
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PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL INCLUSION 


How can LAUSD ensure equitable revenue and funding allocations for all public schools? 

• Public charters schools must be explicitly written into the final ballot language (i.e., the language that appears in the 
ballot book that voters receive and printed on the ballot.) 

o For example, the parcel tax should be defined to include “all Los Angeles Unified public schools, including 
but not limited to traditional schools, magnet schools, pilot schools, adult schools, and affiliated and 
independent charter schools.” 

o For example, when describing how revenues will be used, the parcel tax measure should be clear that it 
includes independent charter schools — “The revenues raised by this Measure shall be allocated on a per 
pupil basis to provide quality educational programs to improve achievement of all students attending all 
public schools (as defined above) operating within the Los Angeles Unified School District at the time the 
tax revenues are allocated.” 

o For example, any preamble in the parcel tax measure where the District might define the number of public 
school students in the District should be inclusive of charter school students. 

• Public charters schools must be allocated tax revenue on a proportionate per pupil basis. 

o All public charter school students attending schools within the district or city boundaries, including county 
and state-authorized schools. 

o Include any public charter school operating in year tax revenue collected. 

Why should public charter schools be equitably included in revenue and funding allocations for all public 

schools? 


• Charter schools are schools within the public school system and are entitled to the same opportunities afforded by 
parcel tax revenues as students in traditional district schools (Ed. Code § 476150.) 

• The Charter Schools Act recognizes the need for equitable distribution of funds and provides for the fair allocation 
of parcel tax funds between school districts and charter schools (Ed. Code § 47636, subd. (a).) 

• The legislature and courts have consistently been clear in their declarations requiring equity in funding allocations 
in California public schools. (Ed. Code §§ 47601(e), 47615; Serrano v. Priest (1971) 5 Cal. 3d 584, 589 (Serrano I); 
Serrano v. Priest (1976) 18 Cal. 3d 728, 768-769 (Serrano II); Butte v. State of California (1992) 4 Cal. 4th 668, 
685-688.) 

• To deny Los Angeles charter school students their fair share of parcel taxes would raise serious concerns around the 
fair and equitable funding of public education within Los Angeles and run afoul of the district’s precedent of ensuring 
funding equity for all public school students. 
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